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a social metaphysic has been constructed, no ideal of Justice true for exist- 
ing conditions can be obtained, and the majority of men will continue to 
oscillate between the two false ideals based upon the impossibilities of per- 
fect individuality or of complete social solidarity. As men incline to the 
one extreme or the other, they will hold things to be just or unjust, accord- 
ing either to the standard of Individualism, ' To each in proportion to his 
deserts,' or the formula of Socialism, ' To each according to his work (or 
needs).' As such, the ideal of Justice is purely subjective, binding only upon 
the individual holding it, and not applicable as a test of the Tightness or 
wrongness of any existing conditions. Society is an inexplicable ultimate from 
which no concept of Justice, possessing objective validity, can be deduced." 
Especially to be commended throughout the work is the steady purpose 
of the author to hold firmly to the actualities of society, and not to permit 
himself to construct for himself a society about which he reasons, — a fault 
common to very many writers on social questions, especially when those 
questions are philosophical in nature. The work is far above the average 
of doctors' theses in excellence, and Dr. Taylor's criticisms of the theories 
of several late writers, especially of Herbert Spencer, are very acute and 
thoughtful. Though the literature of the subject in English seems to have 
been well studied, the foreign literature, especially the German, appears to 
be entirely neglected, if not unknown. j EREM iah W. Jenks. 

Die Syllogistik des Aristoteles. Von Dr. Heinrich Maier, Privat- 
dozent der Philosophie an der Universitat zu Tubingen. Erster Teil : 
Die logische Theorie des Urteils bei Aristoteles. Tubingen, Verlag der 
H. Laupp'schen Buchhandlung, 1896.* — pp. vii, 214. 

The present book is the initial volume of a work designed to treat ex- 
haustively the logic of Aristotle. Two more volumes, the author assures us 
in his preface, may be shortly expected, dealing respectively with the logical 
theory of the (pure) syllogism, and with the doctrine of apodeixis and the 
dialectical syllogism. The first volume, as its title indicates, comprises the 
logical theory of the judgment. The subjects to which the sections are 
devoted will sufficiently declare its scope : the concepts of truth and falsity ; 
the principle of contradiction and the law of the excluded middle ; the 
nature and varieties of the judgment. 

In view of the scant attention recently paid to the Aristotelian logic, so 
exhaustive a work upon this subject might at first appear to be ill-timed or 
undesirable. But the theme is certainly worthy of detailed treatment, and 
all who have busied themselves with Aristotle know how inadequate or 
unsatisfactory, for one reason or another, are all accessible accounts of his 
logic. Prantl was a genius, to be sure, but he carried into his discussion of 
logical questions the passion of an advocate and the pathos of a rhetorician. 
The excellent works of Waitz and Bonitz contain many errors. Clearly 
there was a call for a man who could combine adequate knowledge of 
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modern logical problems with a mastery of Aristotle's scattered and partly 
incoherent utterances. Dr. Maier meets these essential demands in an emi- 
nent degree, and we have reason to anticipate from this work so ably begun 
something like an authoritative statement and criticism of Aristotle's logical 
theory. 

It is manifestly impossible, in so brief a notice, to single out particulars 
for criticism. I shall therefore content myself with a general objection 
which may help to characterize the author's method. Hitherto the prevail- 
ing error in the interpretation of Aristotle's logic has been that of seeking 
to deduce the logic from his metaphysics. The utter impossibility of doing 
so without a flagrant disregard of Aristotle's own statements and the fair 
inferences from his argumentation, Dr. Maier has abundantly demonstrated. 
He thus sums up in part the results of his first volume : "The logical types 
of the judgment are arrived at by a logical empiricism which proceeded 
from the data of language and sought to discover in its forms their logical 
content. These types at the same time represent real relations : herein 
resides their truth and logical validity. Nevertheless they are not based 
upon metaphysical principles. The judgment of possibility alone is dis- 
tinctly referred to metaphysical potentiality ; but even this connection has 
no ulterior significance for logical theory. Consequently, the logico-onto- 
logical differences between forms of the judgment do not coincide with meta- 
physical differences " (pp. 2.12 ff.~). We thus see that the author has been 
chiefly interested in defining the relations between the logic and the meta- 
physics of Aristotle ; the relations which might possibly be found to exist 
between the logic and his psychology receive absolutely no attention. And 
yet all would admit, I fancy, that the psychological presuppositions of the 
philosopher, which are largely the expression of his historical position, 
must have exercised on his thought a more potent because intangible influ- 
ence than any formal pronouncement on ultimate reality. Besides, the very 
point Dr. Maier endeavors to establish could be satisfactorily disposed of, 
if he showed, what may be readily done, that Aristotle's views on logic were 
fully matured before he arrived at the most distinctive features of his meta- 
physics. Dr. Maier's discussion and criticism move upon a purely logical 
plane, as complacently as if the current efforts to attain a psychological 
logic were wholly unknown to him. Yet, in spite of this fact, the author's 
clear statement and unfailing judgment have produced a work deserving of 
high praise, a work the remaining volumes of which we look forward to 
with impatience. w . A _ H eidel. 

The Ethics of John Stuart Mill. Edited with Introductory Essays by 
Charles Douglas, M.A., D.Sc, Lecturer and Assistant in Moral 
Philosophy in the University of Edinburgh. Edinburgh and London, 
William Blackwood & Sons, 1897. — pp. cxxvi, 233. 

The purpose of this volume is thus described by the author, whose admir- 
able little work, John Stuart Mill: A Study of his Philosophy, was noticed 



